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NASMA RESPONSE TO SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT CORONAVIRUS 
DISCRETIONARY FUND GUIDANCE AND ALLOCATIONS 

 

While this additional funding is welcome, NASMA is asking the Scottish Government to acknowledge the 
increasingly difficult landscape that support staff are working in at this time, and the added challenges 
arising from the additional funding only being available to support students up until 31st March2021.  

We are calling for an extended time frame for these funds to be dispersed that falls more naturally in line 
with the academic year, rather than within the short timescale from 12th February to 31st March 2021. 

The impact on students financially is likely to last beyond the 31st March 2021 and extending the use of the 
funds until the end of July would prove more administratively manageable for staff and beneficial to 
students. This is particularly important in relation to the summer period, when statutory student support 
stops, and students are likely to need additional support for accommodation and living costs as a continued 
result of the lack of employment opportunities available to them this year. 

It will be necessary for the majority of institutions to make adjustments to existing processes, or to create 
new ones, in order to award this funding to students. In addition, there will be a need to advertise this to 
students, allow time for application submissions and adequate assessment times, which in 6 weeks is simply 
unrealistic for many. 

For many institutions the budget they have been allocated is larger than their annual standard Discretionary 
and Childcare Fund allocations. To now have to dispense the additional allocation over a 6-week period is 
a huge pressure on already strained teams.  

NASMA welcomes the change in fund eligibility that allows support to be provided to International and EU 
students, but we question the rationale behind any decision to exclude Nursing and Midwifery Students 
from these additional funds. While we appreciate Nursing and Midwifery students can access separate 
Discretionary Funds, these funds are under no less pressure than the standard HE Discretionary Funds.   
 
 
 

mailto:office@nasma.org.uk


 

NASMA Office, West One, 114 Wellington Street, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS1 1BA 
Tel: +44 (0)113 212 3503      E mail: office@nasma.org.uk      Web: nasma.org.uk 

 
 
 

 
Our members are working in extraordinary circumstances, and in a year where student 
hardship/discretionary fund applications are already at record levels. 76% of members surveyed by NASMA 
stated that the demand on their discretionary/hardship funds in 20/21 has increased compared to the same 
period in 2019. Of these, more than half reported that the increase is more than 50%. 
 
Advisers are stretched to capacity whilst doing their best to maintain a positive student experience and 
continuing to support students during this challenging time. We would ask the Scottish Government to 
consider these concerns and re-evaluate the criteria for this additional funding in order to ensure support 
staff are able to effectively and efficiently support those students most in need. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Kellie McAlonan 
Chair 
National Association of Student Money Advisers 
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