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NASMA Student Money Week 2022: 
Information for student money advisers, 

with suggested social media copy 
 
 

We savvy savers at MoneySavingExpert have put together our best tips and tricks to pass on to your 
students to help them be as financially fit as they can during their time at uni. We’ve covered 
everything from moving into student digs, to the best ways to keep bills down, and the most budget-
friendly ways to travel back home. In case it's helpful, there's also suggested copy for you to share 
on social media, with links back to the relevant content on MSE for more help. Have a great Student 
Money Week!  
 
 
Renting rights  
Many students will be new to renting, so it’s important they know their rights. This includes making 
sure their deposit is protected and what they’re entitled to if it isn’t, and if they can switch to 
cheaper broadband or a water meter to save £100s on household bills. See MSE’s 50+ tips for 
renters. 
 
Suggested social media post (277 characters):  
Make sure you know your rights as a renter. 
Your landlord must put your deposit into a protection scheme. If it isn't, you could get it back... plus 
THREE TIMES the value. 
See @MoneySavingExp's 50+ tips for renters for everything you need to know      
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/mortgages/rent-a-property/  
 
 
Council tax 
Households in which only full-time students live are exempt from paying council tax. Students who 
live with only ONE non-student can also get 25% off. They should contact the local council when they 
move in to apply (or to check if previous tenants had already applied).  
 
Suggested social media post (274 characters): 
If you're a full-time student living alone or with other students, you DON'T need to pay council tax, 
whether there's two, three or even 10 of you. 
Students who live with only ONE non-student can also get 25% off. 
@MoneySavingExp has full details: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/reclaim/council-tax-
bands-change/#studentcountax  
 
 
Contents insurance 
Students should strongly consider taking out contents insurance which could cover what’s in their 
room, e.g., laptops, if they’re damaged or stolen. Here’s how to find a good policy. 
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Suggested social media post (274 characters): 
Have you considered taking out contents insurance? 
You may automatically be covered against theft or loss under your parents' policy. But if not, it may 
be worth getting cover if you have a lot of valuable gadgets. 
Here’s how to find a good policy: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/insurance/renters-contents-
insurance/#4  
 
Alternative social media post (280 characters): 
Have you considered getting contents insurance?  
If in a shared home, you may need to club together with housemates to get cover, or get a lock on 
your door if you're going solo. 
Here’s top tips from @MoneySavingExp to get a policy that's right for you: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/insurance/renters-contents-insurance/#ntk  
 
 
Water saving 
Water-saving gadgets are a great way to reduce water use and cut bills (if the home is metered). 
We’ve found free gadgets such as shower heads (which help regulate water usage), tap inserts (to 
regulate water flow) and 'Buffaloo' cistern bags (which you place into your toilet cistern so each 
flush uses less water). See our website for more ways to cut water bills.  
 
Suggested social media post (228 characters): 
Water-saving gadgets are a great way to reduce water use and cut bills (if you have a water meter) 
Right now, there are 100,000s of FREE products up for grabs, such as shower heads, tap inserts and 
more: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/cut-water-bills/#gadgets  
 
Alternative social media post (279 characters): 
Have you tried to cut the cost of your water bill? 
If you have a water meter, water-saving gadgets are a great way to reduce use and save money, and 
there are 100,000s of FREE products up for grabs. 
Visit @MoneySavingExp for more ways to cut your bills: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/cut-water-bills/  
 
 
TV Licence  
There's a bizarre rule that means students can legally avoid paying the TV licence fee. Depending on 
how they watch telly, they may not need their own licence, even if they’ve moved into their own 
digs. See when you do and don’t need a TV licence. For students who do need to pay it, many can 
get a refund for the summer – see MSE’s TV licence guide for how. 
 
Suggested social media post (278 characters): 
Are you paying for a TV licence? You may not need to. 
Depending on how you watch TV, you may be able to legally avoid paying the licence fee, even if 
you've moved into your own digs. 
Visit @MoneySavingExp to see when you do and don’t need a TV licence: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/broadband-and-tv/tv-licence/#students  
 
Alternative social media post (186 characters): 
If you've paid for a TV licence but are moving home for summer, you may be eligible for a refund. 
See @MoneySavingExp’s TV licence guide for how to make a claim: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/broadband-and-tv/tv-licence/#studentssummer  
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Travel  
If students spend £90+ a year on train travel they should consider a £30 annual 16-25 Railcard – see 
MSE’s cheap train tickets guide. Coaches can also be an economical alternative to pricey train fares, 
and students aged 16-26 or full-time students can pick up a £12.50 annual National Express Young 
Persons Coachcard, which gives a third off standard fares – peak time included. See coach travel 
info. 

Suggested social media post (189 characters): 
Do you spend £90+ a year on train travel? If yes, you should consider a £30 annual 16-25 Railcard – 
see @MoneySavingExp’s cheap train tickets guide for full details: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/travel/cheap-train-tickets/#railcards  
 
Alternative social media post (279 characters): 
Fed up with spending a fortune on train tickets? 
Coaches can be a cheaper alternative and students can pick up a £12.50 annual National Express 
Young Persons Coachcard, which gives a third off standard fares. 
See @MoneySavingExp's coach travel info: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-
guide/#studentcoach  
 
 
Student finance 
Students shouldn’t think of their student loan as a debt. It’s better to think of it as a ‘graduate 
contribution system’ than a loan because you only have to repay it if you earn over a certain 
amount. And after 30 years, any and all remaining ‘debt’ is wiped (this applies to students from 
England, Scotland and Wales. It is 25 years for NI students). Find out more about how student 
finance works and how it really impacts students and their parents. 
 
Suggested social media post (298 characters – longer version): 
Don't think of your student loan as a debt. It’s better to think of it as a ‘graduate contribution 
system’ than a loan because you only have to repay it if you earn over a certain amount. And after 
30 years, any and all remaining ‘debt’ will have been wiped. 
Find out more: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-decoded/  
 
Alternative social media post (275 characters – shorter version for Twitter):  
Don't think of your student loan as a debt. It’s better to think of it as a ‘graduate contribution 
system’ because you only have to repay it if you earn over a certain amount. After 30 years, any and 
all remaining ‘debt’ will be wiped.  
Find out more: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-decoded/  
 
 

Student bank accounts 
Student accounts are simply bank accounts with one key difference: they’re all about large 0% 
overdrafts — where the bank lets you spend more than you’ve got, at no extra cost, up to a set 
amount. It’s important to remember that overdrafts are a form of borrowing and will eventually 
need to be paid back, so only use it when you absolutely need to. For more info, see our Student 
bank accounts guide. 
 
Suggested social media post (223 characters): 
Got a bank account with a large 0% overdraft? Only use it when you need to, ALWAYS remember 
that it will eventually need to be paid back. 
For more info, see @MoneySavingExp's Student accounts guide: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-bank-account/  
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Tax on part-time jobs 
Many students work part-time to help pay for university life, but if they earn less than £12,570 a 
year, they shouldn't pay any income tax. Our Income Tax Calculator can give students an indication 
of whether or not they should be paying anything. But, if a student only does summer or temp work, 
they'll be taxed as if they'd earned that rate all year, so they may need to claim a tax refund. 
 
Suggested social media post (235 characters): 
Got a part-time job? If you earn less than £12,570 a year, you shouldn't pay any income tax. 
@MoneySavingExp's Income Tax Calculator can give you an indication of whether or not you should 

be paying anything ➡️ https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/tax-calculator/  
 
 
Mobile contracts  
Students could save £100s on their mobile bills by switching their Sim. If they’re out of contract and 
paying more than a fiver a month, they can use our Cheapest Sim tool to see the top deals. If 
students need a new handset, our Cheap Mobile Finder will show the cheapest way to get it. 
 
Suggested social media post (245 characters): 
Check if you're overpaying for your phone bill – many can save £100s by switching their Sim. 
If you’re out of contract and paying more than a fiver a month, use @MoneySavingExp’s Cheapest 
Sim tool to see the top deals: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/cheap-mobile-finder/sim-only/ 
 
Alternative social media post (233 characters): 
Have you checked to see if you could save £100s on your mobile bills? 
Whether you're in the market for a new mobile or Sim, @MoneySavingExp's Cheap Mobile Finder 
will show you the cheapest way to get it      
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/cheap-mobile-finder/  
 
 
Quick wins 
Online community giveaway sites can help students pick up second-hand items for nothing, such as 
books, household items and clothing – see MSE’s how to use giveaway sites tips. Alternatively, they 
can bag stuff cheaply on eBay with MSE’s 40+ eBay Buying Tips. 
 
Suggested social media post (250 characters): 
Online community giveaway sites like Freecycle and Freegle can help you pick up second-hand items 
for nothing, including books, household items, clothing and more. 
See @MoneySavingExp’s tips on how to use free giveaway sites: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/freecycle/  
 

Cashback 
When buying online, students should check if they can get cashback through top-paying sites such as 
Topcashback and Quidco – many make £100s a year using them properly. See MSE’s top cashback 
sites for how it works. 

Suggested social media post (266 characters):  
Have you tried using cashback websites when you shop online? You could make £100s a year using 
them properly. 
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See @MoneySavingExp's top cashback sites for how it works, along with some important things to 
know to help you protect yourself: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/cashback-
websites/  
 
Alternative social media post (260 characters): 
Check if you can get cashback when you're shopping online – many make £100s a year using top-
paying sites. 
See @MoneySavingExp’s top cashback tips for how it works, along with some important things to 
know to help you protect yourself: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/cashback-
websites/ 
 
 
Buy now, pay later (BNPL) 
BNPL can be an easy, cheap and quick way of accessing credit, but it must be understood as a form 
of debt, not an easy way to get a ‘lifestyle upgrade’. We’ve got a guide which explains exactly how 
BNPL works. 
 
Suggested social media post (270 characters): 
Do you use Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL)? It can be an easy, cheap and quick way of accessing credit, 
but it must be understood as a form of debt, not an easy way to get a ‘lifestyle upgrade’. 
@MoneySavingExp's guide explains exactly how BNPL works: 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/loans/buy-now-pay-later/  
 
 
Academoney  
Students (or money advisers) who want to improve their overall knowledge of personal finance can 
take the free MSE Academy of Money course, created by the Open University (with input from MSE). 
The modules provide a solid foundation of six key personal finance areas in 12 hours. Anyone can 
sign up for our free. 
 
Suggested social media post (279 characters): 
Are you looking to improve your money management skills? 
Take the free MSE Academoney course, created by the Open University (with input from 
@MoneySavingExp) 
It's made up of six two-hour sessions and covers key personal finance areas. Sign up for free:  
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/money-business/mses-academy-money/content-section-
overview?active-tab=description-tab  
 
 

About MoneySavingExpert.com   
 
MoneySavingExpert.com is dedicated to cutting consumers’ bills and fighting their corner. The free-
to-use consumer finance help resource aims to show people how to save money on anything and 
everything, and campaigns for financial justice. It was set up in 2003 for just £100, and its free-to-
use, ethical stance quickly made it the UK’s biggest independent money website, according to 
internet ranking site Alexa.com, and the number one ‘Business and Finance – Business Information’ 
site, according to Hitwise. It has more than 8.2 million people opted-in to receive the weekly MSE’s 
Money Tips email, and more than 13.5 million unique monthly site users who visit more than 23.5 
million times a month, including the MSE Forum, which has more than two million registered users. 
In September 2012, it joined the MoneySupermarket.com Group PLC. 
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